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I Hit* KkakovAliIie WtUiama L. Da.we<m, 

i oa Govemsir<«nt 0 |ierAtioats 

U. S, Iio«ii!« of Repreaeatatlves 
Washiziftim 25, D, C. 


Dmmt Mr, ChmlTmajet: 


Thim Ir Ja t© your letter of 10 February 1955, requa«tiag our 

conuncMe o» H. R, 3755, a Bill To amead the Fcicral Property aoid 
Admiaietrative Seirrice* Act of 1949, a« aaaeaied, aad for other i;»arpo»es„ 

liiei^^r aa tli« Ceatrail lntelligezu:e ^ igeacy is G<Hiceracd, it is our 
«^iaim that the Birector already possesses the authority to des troy auy 
iaielllgcaee records ia times of such emergeacies as are coatcmplated 
ia H.R.3755 fey virtue of the authority granted uader Section 102(d)(31 of 
the National Security Act of 1947 (P,L. 253 - 30th Congress), v*hich 
states *‘fhat fitc Director cdl Central Intelligence shall be responsible for 
protecting intelligence sources and metho^le from imauthoriaed disclosure. 
This attiicrity would certainly appear to cover a situatimi where tfeere is 
a passiJMlity that clasalfied intelligence records might fall into hostile 
hands. 
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Furthermore, Section 502(J)(17> of the Federal Property and 
Adntialatrative Services Act of 1949 provides that nothing la that /ict 
shall impair or affect any authority of tibe Central JbttelUgence . agency. 
Therefore, as far as this Agency is concerned H. R. 3755 would be In 
addition to the legal authority which we presently possess. 


Under preset world conditions, however, it would aijpeae to be 
highly lesiraMc that Government otilclals be clotiied with the aedhority 
esa^em^sted fey H, JR. 3755, so that documenta in the general field of th#- 
national security could be destroyed when there is imminence ef hostile 
action at the place viiere such records are lf>cat«K!, 



Sincerely, 

5?ilEP 


OGC;WLP/blc (14 June 1955) 
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2 - Legislative Counsel ”* Allen W. Dulles 
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